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SIERRA VISTA — Don’t expect a 
red, white and blue American flag.

Rather, Archie Sutton envisions 
a different banner, honoring the 
national emblem with an Arizona 
twist, using copper hues in his 
nearly 140 square foot artwork.

Monday, Sutton was joined by 
his daughter, Kara, and his friend 
Jesse Ratzlaff, at the new hospital 
preparing to hang the f lag on an 
undulating wall in a special area 
dedicated to the military inside the 
new Canyon Visita Medical Center.

Sutton, a retired Air Force mas-
ter sergeant, said he would never 
“disrespect the f lag,” and saw the 
selection of his artwork as a per-
sonal honor and a responsibility to 
express the patriotism that the na-
tional symbol represents.

To ensure his concept would 
blend in with the overall design of 
the hospital, Sutton said he worked 
with the architect.

Simply calling his piece “Stars 
and Stripes,” Sutton, who calls the 
small Cochise County community 
of Sunizona home, said he con-
structed a replica of the wall at his 
combination “garage and studio” to 
be able to envision how it will look 
when it’s done.

Monday the transfer began from 
his vision, to the mockup with the 

large-scale drawing, to the final 
work on the project.

Much of  t he materia l  he is 
usi ng a re recycl ables,  — old 
tires and copper-based computer 
circuit boards.

The copper is placed on pieces of 
rubber tires, providing more of a 
three-dimensional look, he said.

“The whole thing is about the 
flow of the piece,” the artist said.

Looking straight at the artwork, 
people will see the American flag, 

but looking at it from one end 
or the other, the perception will 
be of a f lag waving in the breeze, 
Sutton said.

While he didn’t know if the in-
stallation will be done by Monday 
night’s reception for artists, whose 
work will be on display in the 
various areas of the hospital, Sut-
ton said, “It will be by the ribbon 
cutting,” which is scheduled for 10 
a.m. today, to which the public is 
invited to attend.

Special fl ag will  adorn new hospital
Part of honoring veterans
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Artist Archie Sutton talks about his “Stars and Stripes” project he is putting up on the first floor of Canyon Vista Medical Center on 
Monday. Many local artists have their work on display through out the hospital.

Kara Sutton, daughter of artist Archie Sutton, unpacks some parts of the gigantic art-
work, while going over the process of mounting with Jesse Ratzlaff on Monday. Kara 
helped her dad with the project.

A turbine that doesn’t turn
BY DEREK JORDAN 
derek.jordan@svherald.com 

SIERRA VISTA — After Fort 
Huachuca unveiled its 17 mega-
watt, 57,000 panel solar array 
earlier this year, some began 
to wonder about a prior and 
somewhat more visible effort 
on the post’s part to test the vi-
ability of a different renewable 
energy source.

For the last four years those 
driving on Buffalo Soldier 

Trail, looking toward Gar-
den Canyon, would be hard-
pressed to miss the large, in-
dustrial white wind turbine 
standing several stories tall 
against the lush green of the 
Huachuca Mountains.

Just as notable as its stature, 
however, is its stillness, as the 
turbine has been inoperable for 
almost as long as it has existed.

“Upon commissioning, the 
turbine experienced several vi-
bration fault codes due to very 
turbulent winds,” said Tanja 
Linton, media relations officer 
for Fort Huachuca.

The year following its con-
struction, the manufacturer of 

the turbine, Nordic Windpow-
er, went bankrupt and “ceased 
all communications with its 
existing customers and war-
ranty personnel in charge of 
maintaining the turbines,” 
Linton said.

This left the fort to pursue al-
ternatives for maintenance, but 
that proved to be cost-prohibi-
tive, she said, adding that with 
the main tower measuring 230 
feet, and each of its two blades 
measuring 100 feet in length, 
removing the inoperable tur-
bine is costly and not near the 
top of the fort’s priorities.
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Local man 
wins car in 
mega raffl  e

BY ERIC PETERMANN
eric.peterman@svherald.com 

It was April 1, April Fools’ Day, 
when Ellis Baucom, Jr., was driv-
ing home from Tucson and re-
ceived a phone call.

Imagine his surprise when 
E l l i s  l e a r n e d 
he was one of 
the major prize 
winners in the 
T u c s o n  M e d i -
cal Center Mega 
Raff le, winning 
a brand-new Toy-
ota Camry and 
$8,000 to pay the 
tax on the prize.

“I thought it 
was something to do with April 
Fools’,” Ellis said Monday. “I 
thought somebody was trying to 
pull my leg.”

Baucom, Jr., has been a resi-
dent of Sierra Vista since 1998, 
retiring from the Army 2004 
while he was stationed at Fort 
Huachuca. He was working on 
Unmanned Aerial Systems while 
serving in the military and has 
continued working with that 
technology for the Department of 
the Army Civilian.

Ellis said he purchased three 
tickets in the Mega Raff le and 

Ellis Baucom, Jr.

A winner on 
Wheel of Fortune
Local contestant on television 
show wins almost $15,000

BY ROBERT CHARETTE
robert.charette@svherald.com 

Longtime “Wheel of Fortune” 
fan Madia Riggeal of Sierra Vista 
learned quickly during her first 
time actually spinning the wheel 
that the exaggerated reactions 
of competitors on the television 
show isn’t just for the cameras.

“I got an email at work and I 
was totally ballistic, just “Oh my 
God, look at this!,” Riggeal said, 
describing her reaction when she 
opened her email in public and 
found out that she was selected to 
compete on “Wheel of Fortune” 
after a successful audition when 
the “Wheelmobile” visited Tuc-
son in November.

Riggeal has lived in a steady 
state of surreality since her 
fall audition for the show, from 
breaking into an impromptu 

Fort’s wind turbine not 
going anywhere soon

RIBBON CUTTING TODAY  10 A.M. WINNERS CIRCLE

Located along 
Garden Canyon 
Road, the wind 

turbine built four 
years ago on Fort 

Huachuca has 
not functioned 

for most of that 
time. While it 

was determined 
that, when oper-

ating, it did not 
interfere with the 

nearby electro-
magnetic spec-

trum, it was not 
successful in gen-
erating electricity 

for the fort.See TURBINE, Page A7

See RAFFLE, Page A7

See WHEEL, Page A8


